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WATTS THAT? 'It's what the people said they wanted"

Maryborough has an awful
habit of shooting itself in the
foot.

The city has a rich heritage,
a river outlook and climate to
die for. An air of optimism
hovers over the city now,
suggesting it has the potential
to become another Sunshine
Coast hinterland or Sydney
Rocks area with historical
huildings, boutique shops, art
galleries, restaurants and
entertainment.

We already have a limited
number of these features but
for some reason, Mary-
borough just hasn’t been able
to get a leg up into the same
tourism arena as the southern
regions.

Recent announcements

however offer hope. In the
wind are Maryborough Su-
gar's $500 million marina,
hotel and retirement home
complex, Ron Blyth’s river-
side apartments and $30 mil-
lion marina and the re-deve-
lopment of Gatakers Lane.

While history is one of the
city’s greatest assets, 1 just
hope history doesn’t repeat
itself and these plans don't go
down the gurgler in similar
fashion to the many other
ventures I've seen fall by the
wayside in the 16 years since 1
“blew in”.

Bigger developments in-
cluding Station Square, the
Brolga Theatre and fast food
outlets have materialised but
most of the specialist shops

WHAT DO YOU RECKON?

What would you do if you won $50 million?

.

that have opened have fizzled.
Maryborough-ites seem to
have a history of saying they
want this or that but when
they get it, the novelty doesn’t
last, patronage falls and the
venture flops.

1 was on a Saturday night
out with friends in the CBD
recently and we could have let
fire with a machine gun and
hit no one. We also noticed
only a handful of people had
been taking advantage of the
top-class music and cocktails
in a recently renovated bar.

“It was good when it first
opened,” the owner said when
questioned. “It was what the
people said they wanted.”

How typical.
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Sugar announced its $500
million complex for Granville,
doubters could be heard say-
ing it would never happen.
Interestingly, they were the
same people who basically
said “we told you so” as the
specialist shops closed, yet
they failed to support them
while open.

Many talented artisans live
in Maryborough. Artists,
musicians, photographers,
woodworkers, potters, sewers
and more can be found in
almost every street. Tapping
into their talents as the deve-
lopers’ projects take shape is
all that’s needed to create a
Montville-style atmosphere.

Let’s just hope the locals
support them.
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